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PREFACE

I am happy to brmg out this present work on “Annama-
charya Sankirthana Sudha™ - A Critical Analysis of Annama-
charya’s sankirthanas-atleast now if not earlier because Talla-
‘paka Annamachérya is the greatest and the foremost Vaggeya-
kara in Telugu aad my earlier works are, as you are aware,
on Kshetrayya, Sarangapani etc. who are later Vaggeyakaras.
This work, I must say, is the bi-preduct of my earlier study
and research ““A Comparative study of Annamacharya with
Famous Saint- singers” taken up in 1582 for,which project a
Senior fellowship was awarded to me by the Depariment of
Cultural affairs, Government of India, New Delhi (Presently
merged with the Department of Human Resource Development)
published in 1992 which won to me thc Telugu University
Award for the year 1993. Another bi-product of my research

is the book “PADASAHITYA PARIMALAM” Published in
December 1994.

Tallapaka Annamacharya, a famous Vaggeyakara, who
lived in the 15th century and composed 32,000 — Sankirthanas,
both Sringara and Adhyatma, in his life time with Sri Venki-
teswara Mudra depicting. . Alaukika Sringara of the Divine
Couple of Sri Venkateswara and his consort AlameluManga
and Bhakti, Vladhurthakfi, 'Nithi and Vairagya, hailed
from Tallapaka Village, Cuddapah District of Andhra Pradesh-
The doctrine of Visishta Adwaxtha i ounded by Sri Ramanuja
Acharya of 12th Century was propogated by him who lived

m_fl‘xrumala, the.abode of Sri Venkateswara, in the service of
the Almighty. |



xiii

An attempt has been made in this work to explore s0
many significant facts hither to untouched m a work
like this to bring all that is about Annamacharya’s Sankirtha—
nas in a rather comprehensive manner. I hope and feel
proud that I am successful In all these to achicv: in this
work of mine. But yet I caunot say that it is in its complete-
ness. This, ofcourse, I feel, paves way for further research
and study for the future researchers to come.

This work is devided into seven chapters. . Fi:st chapter
deals with the brief life of Annamacharya and also to some
extent about Pada and Vaggeyakara. We find Sringara and
Madhura Bhaktx of Annamacharya are described with illustra-
tions from the Sankirthanas of Annamacharya in the second
chapter. In the third chapter, how Annamachatya propogated
Adhyatmikatha, Bhakti, Nithi and Vairagya in hig Sankirtha-
nas for the benefit of public has been attempted. The fourth
chapter, which is an important in this work. deals with the
Poetic Imagination, sweetness of Iyrics and subtlety  of
Poetry of Annamacharya with a number of illustrations. In
the fifth chapter, an attempt has been made to explsre and
explain the peculiarities of thc langnage employed in his
Sankirthanas. The sixth chapter deals with the music and
dance which Annamacharya presented in his Sankirthanas.
In the last and the seventh chapter, the circumstances, espe-
cially sociological aspects prevailed during his life time have
been analysed and thc place of women in that society as
Annamacharya depicted different types of Nayika being him-
self with devotion to Paramatma, Sri Venkateswara, is also
dealt with a number of illustrations. Thus this work, I
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hope, will serve almost a comprehensive work on Anna;

charya’s Sankirthanas.

My thanks are due to the then Departmcnt of Culh
Affairs, Government of India, New Delhi for the award
Senior Felloship and presently the authorities “of Tirun
Firupathi Devasthanams, = Tirupathi for - helping me v
Financial Assistance for getting this book Published under
schemie “Aid to Tublish Religious Books.” .

It is my duty to express my gratifudc and siﬁcere’ tha
to Sri P.V. Ramanath Raja, The Managing Trustee of Sri F
Lakshmi Foundation, Madras and a great patron of ¥
Arts and literature  who readily accepted to my work tc
dadicated to him as a symtol of honour. ‘

Lastly, if not the least, I am very much - greatful to
wife Smt. S. Parvathamma who has been a continuous supj
and w gaide with untiring help in all my efforts of acade

pursuits.

Sudharma -~ (Prof, S. Gangapps.
1-7-199%
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“A life emotion absolutely guided by lave for All
is there fore the highest phase of religious life on the f
of - it. If emotions rule life, for all other emotions, are re:
S}lbsidiary to love. Love there-fore is pre eminently the spi
of 1ife and a religious life of love All-life is mnecessarily
most exalted of modes of religious life.

Let it be drawn heart and soul to Krishna, the he

and soul of all life, and immediately it finds itself in its t
~element, in its eternal greatness wun-alloyed joOY......eceen

“It is superflous to observe -after all that has been s
that all the varieties of emotion flowing and ebbing in
heart of Krishna-worshipper are no better, no worse, t
different sides of one eternal glorious love of the Ome, lo
lovable and Loved. ”

f *,‘Tlie Love that the Supreme God born as Krishna evo.
in the hearts of His Worshippers manifested itself as L

Proper in more ways.”??
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